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politan and provincial centres must be interpreted: what-
ever the nominal pretext, the principle for which the northern
branches were contending was identical with that which
inspired the resistance of the interlopers. Both alike were
struggling for economic independence : and whether the
contest was carried on inside or outside the Company the
issues involved were similar.
The                In the sixteenth century York took the lead in challenging
*ke ascen(iancy of London. Its merchants claimed to be an
independent company endowed with their own charter,
governor, deputy governor and assistants; and their rela-
tions with the London Company were further complicated
by the fact that they were not all engaged in oversea trade \
The unfriendly character of these relations is sufficiently
attested by the tone of the correspondence which passed
between them 2. The subjects of dispute were varied 3, but
the most important raised a fundamental issue. It was a
cardinal principle of the London Company that no one
occupied in retail trade should engage in adventuring over-
sea. In the reign of Elizabeth proposals were mooted to
extend this regulation to the northern ports: the latter at
once raised a protest, for the effect would have been to drive
provincial merchants from the field of foreign trade and to
leave London in undisputed possession 4. Another proposal
met with similar hostility. When new companies were
instituted in the sixteenth century, the Merchant Adven-
turers showed their jealousy by a plan to exclude from their
body any who joined these companies. The northern mer-
chants, who did not confine themselves to one market abroad
but spread their energies over the whole Continent, refused
to surrender their right to trade with Flanders, the Baltic,
Spain and Portugal. They stoutly opposed what they
scornfully termed ' frivolous ' decrees 5 ; and, declaring that
1 York Merchant Adventurers, 249, 264. The Merchant Adventurers of
York still continue to hold meetings : Victoria County History, Yorkshire,
iii. 454.
* York Merchant Adventurers, 149.
8 York complained, e.g., of the handicaps put upon their merchants in
the mart town, and of unfair assessments : ibid. 75-77, 149.
4 York protested in 1560 and 1580: ibid. 164, 230, 234. Also
supra, p. 221.                       * York \Ierchant Adventurers, 226-237 (1580).